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Our attractive amenities and relaxed lifestyle at Four Seasons are 
unmatched in the Columbus area. We are proud to be the only life plan 

community in the area to provide health care that includes assisted 
living, memory care, skilled nursing, and rehabilitation services.

Four Seasons offers the maintenance-free living and features you’ve 
dreamt of, along with the security of over 50 years of quality care.

Start living the life you always imagined. Come take a tour and sign up 
for our waiting list today!

For more information, call 812-372-8481

Live the Life You’ve Imagined. 

812-372-8481

1901 Taylor Road  • Columbus, IN 47203  

www.fourseasonsretirement.com
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Growing trend
Houseplants fill the homes of many 

HOME & FAMILY

On tHE cOvEr

Johnnie Edwards  
leads local branch 
of NAACP 

Working 
for equality

A taste of the world // Bartholomew Consolidated School Foundation // Houseplants

January | February 2021

34

JANUARY | FEBRUARY 2022

contents

Johnnie Edwards 
photographed by  
Angela Jackson



contents

Columbus Magazine 5

Pollert Design is a commercial and 
residential interior design fi rm, 

specializing in working with your 
current space, including furniture, 

art, accessories, fl oors and 
window coverings.

Contact us Today!

Let us give you a new
look for the new year!

454 Fourth Street
Columbus, IN 47201 812.376.4044pollertdesign.com

Contact us Today
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hello!
We made it! After another year of change, 

uncertainty and difficult times, we can begin the 
new year with a fresh outlook. Many people set 
resolutions for themselves this time of year. I have 
tried setting New Year’s resolutions in the past, but 
I’m one of those people that never really stick to 
them for long. I once set a weight loss resolution 
and quickly gave up on that because food is too 
delicious. I also set a resolution to be more creative 
in my personal life one year. That one lasted a bit longer, but my life became busier and I slowly quit 
that resolution as well. 

I have not set a New Year’s resolution in several years, and I probably won’t in the future. Instead of 
focusing on a New Year’s resolution this year, I want to focus on the new beginnings a new year can 
bring. Becoming a mother is one of the most exciting and stressful beginning in my life so far. My 
husband and I are bringing new life into the world, which is both exciting and terrifying at the same 
time. 

This new life will bring many changes to our lives from a new, safer vehicle to our perspectives on life 
— and don’t forget the sleep deprivation. As this is our first child, I anticipate a lot of tough times mixed 
in with the joys of raising a child. Regardless, I cannot wait to meet my first child and discover all the 
new beginnings that come with parenthood.

New beginnings can come in many forms, large and small. It could be a new job, a new pet or 
perhaps you plan to get married this year. Whatever the beginning is, enjoy it to the fullest. 

In this issue, I hope you enjoy reading about Johnnie Edwards and his passion for racial equality, 
restaurants serving food from around the world, learning about houseplants, and seeing what 
Bartholomew Consolidated School Foundation does for the schools and students.

Wishing you all a great year full of new beginnings.

medley EditoR’s NotE 

kspitler@aimmediaindiana.com

Keely Spitler
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What is your favorite childhood memory?
in each issue of Columbus, we ask people for their opinions on a variety of topics. this month’s question: 

WHAt do YoU tHiNk? medley ComPilEd By CArlA ClArkmedley

My favorite childhood memory was of 
Christmas morning, not knowing what 
the presents were that were wrapped 
and under the tree. it was the thrill of 
not knowing. Now i am part of the Co-
lumbus Firemen’s Cheer Fund, collect-
ing and giving gifts to children. 

— Cory Hampton, shown with Sparky

Me, my cousin, and my little sister 
snuck into my neighbor’s tree house. 
When the neighbors came out and 
caught us, my cousin and little sister 
climbed down leaving me there. 
When they did they took the toy 
cars we had used to climb up there 
and moved them, so i was just stuck 
in the tree house. 

— Ava Bare

Well, this is the Christmas season, so my 
favorite Christmas childhood memory is 
Christmas morning when we would make a 
big german pancake and have a full brunch 
with it. We do it with whipped cream and 
berries and we have fresh maple syrup every 
year. 

— Mary Forster

A large group of friends of mine when we were in high school, we grad-
uated in 1966 from Columbus high school, every winter we would play 
hockey on the Lagoons. A friend of ours, B.J. sears lived there and we 
would take a hose and water down the ice during the day it would freeze 
really smooth and we would go out and play hockey at night. Back then, 
i don’t know if it was before gobal warming or what, we even played 
hockey on Flat Rock river behind my dad’s house. it would freeze solid 
enough so we would have a big bonfire and just go out there and play 
hockey until late at night. of my buddies, a majority of them are still 
living right here in Columbus, indiana.

— Hutch Schumaker 

My favorite childhood memory is 
Christmas caroling in stevensville, 
ontario with my family, neighbors 
and my youth group and singing 
at nursing homes with my sisters. 

— Cindy Waddle, holding Tripp

 i remember getting ready to go to 
Christmas Eve church services and 
when we had our pieces ready to go, 
being taken to the car and staying 
in the car watching these shadowy 
figures go by the windows bringing 
presents to the tree. When we came 
home after the Christmas program, 
we played with the toys. Quite often, 
we played all night long. All night long 
we just enjoyed each others company 
and played games and played with 
the toys. there were 4 children and 2 
adults and we just had a good time. 

— Steve Forster

Playing with my Lionel train i 
got for Christmas when i was 
around 5 years old.
— Carmon Coryea 
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Myrtle hardcastle 
Mystery series 
By Elizabeth C. Bunce 
(Premeditated Myrtle, 
Bk 1)
i read many books across all 
genres last year, from impor-
tant award winners to serious 
book club selections. i have 
to say that my favorite find of 
2021 was the utterly delightful 
Myrtle Hardcastle Mystery 
series for middle grade read-
ers. twelve-year-old Myrtle 
Hardcastle has a passion for 
justice and an obsession with 
criminal science, and your 
middle grade reader is going 
to love her! set in Victorian 
England, this series is funny, 
relatable, suspenseful and just 
a whole lot of fun. Adults may 
enjoy it even more than their 
kids do.

— Nanne Cutler 

big boards for 
Families 
By Sandy Coughlin
the book i was most looking 
forward to this year was 
Big Boards for Families, 
by sandy Coughlin. i enjoy 
making charcuterie boards 
and purchased my boards in 
anticipation of this book. this 
cookbook contains so many 
ideas for family gatherings 
at breakfast, lunch or dinner. 
Chock-full of photos and 
tips to make a beautiful 
board, this cookbook will 
inspire many good times and 
memories with your family 
and friends.

— Celia Allman Watts 

the Perks of being a Wallflower 
By Stephen Chbosky and 

the Picture of dorian grey 
By Oscar Wilde

the best book i read last year was either 
the Perks of Being a Wallflower by stephen 
Chbosky or the Picture of dorian grey by os-
car Wilde, though both are older titles. i read 
them during the summer and enjoyed both 
so much. it was amazing to explore Charlie’s 
character and speculate on every aspect of 
it with my friend, who had already read “the 
Perks of Being a Wallflower” (she didn’t spoil 
it, which i am grateful for). Quotes like “i am 
infinite” remain favorites, and i think of them 
often. i griped and complained about reading 
“the Picture of dorian gray,” because it was a 
classic and incredibly difficult for me to finish, 
but it was completely worth it. i have fond 
memories of reading it on vacation and driving 
myself crazy trying to find deeper meanings 
behind every sentence.

— Gabby Revell 
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beyond order:  
12 More rules for 
life 

By Jordan Peterson
My book of the year for 2021 
is not an obvious choice. Like 
many others (everyone?), i 
am beyond concerned about 
our civic discourse and our 
individual responsibilities 
to “center” ourselves for 
effective problem solving 
… both in the public and 
personal arenas. My pick is 
Jordan Peterson’s newest 
release, Beyond order. stick 
with this guy; read with heart 
and mind open. Wisdom lies 
between the covers. Heck, 
maybe solutions are there, 
too.

— Polly Verbanic 

Like Angie and kelli, i think 
this is the best book i read in 
2021. it’s a fast-paced thriller i 
couldn’t put down. 

— Linda Schmidt 

 Wish You  
Were here 
By Jodi Picoult
Wish You Were Here will 
linger with me as a vivid 
reminder of how the entire 
world changed with the 
introduction of the CoVid-19 
virus. telling the story of 
the impact of the pandemic 
in two very different places 
— New York City and the 
galapagos islands — Picoult 
blended the perspective 
of the medical community 
— based on meticulous 
research, including interviews 
with front-line health workers 
as well as survivors of early, 
severe cases of the virus 
— with the experience of a 
dream vacation gone awry 
into an extraordinary novel. 
Wish You Were Here is a 
stunning, moving novel that 
will almost certainly prompt 
self-examination. 

— Beth Stroh 

We begin at  
the end 
By Chris Whitaker 
i wasn’t expecting much of 
anything when i picked up 
We Begin At the End by Chris 
Whitaker. it was in a tall stack 
of Advanced Reader Cop-
ies sent from publishers (all 
plastered with effusive praise 
and quotes on their covers), to 
read and then promote … and i 
was on a bad streak of finding 
the most awful, unreadable 
books in the pile. And then i 
opened this novel, promoted 
as a mystery, but quickly 
showing itself to be so much 
more. it was about family, but 
nothing like my family. it was 
about a strong female teen 
character, behaving sometimes 
a little too strong and unbe-
lievable for her age, but in a 
way that i *wanted* to believe 
in her. it was about a cast of 
fully developed characters and 
their painful stories, all written 
so lyrically that everything else 
took a backseat.

At its core, We Begin At the 
End is about the murder of 
7-year-old sissy Radley, and 
the family and community that 
never recover. the anguish 
of loss spreads like a cancer, 

»affecting everyone involved 
— none more than sissy’s 
big sister star, and her future 
children, duchess and Robin. 
thirteen-year-old duchess 
does what she can to hold 
things together, until she can’t. 
Police chief Walker (“Walk”), a 
family friend of both star and 
of Vincent king, the man who 
was convicted of murdering 
her sister, feels a responsibility 
to both shattered families as 
he searches for truth and tries 
to help keep the kids afloat. 

With all of that (and more) at 
play, this story could easily go 
sideways. instead, i was capti-
vated … even more so for the 
final half of the story, which 
i wished would never end. i 
doled out pages each night, 
just to keep it going longer. 
And if that isn’t the measure of 
an excellent book, i don’t know 
what is.

— Angie Revell 

My favorite book of 2021 is 
also one of my all-time favor-
ite books. knowing my fellow 
Pointers, i was not surprised 
to learn i am not the only one 
who chose this book as my 
“Best of 2021.” the charac-
ters and the complex plot 
are reasons i love this book. i 
have recommended this book 
to many customers and hope 
that they love it as much as 
i did.
— Kelli Stricklin 
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our city punches above its weight when it comes to its dining 

scene. some truly accomplished chefs call Columbus home, as do 

people representing a wide variety of nationalities. that’s reflected 

in the number and array of restaurants offering cuisines spanning 

the globe. in the interest of space, we’ve chosen to focus on four 

particular eateries that, while by no means indicative of the entire 

breadth of what’s out there, are offering authentic dishes from 

some fascinating cultures. 

so let’s take a culinary trip to some lands known for delectable 

fare — without ever leaving town.

By BArNEy QuiCk  //  PhotogrAPhy By JANA JoNEs 

A tAstE 

WorldoF 
tHE 

diverse local culinary options at home
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taste

Shrimp  
Tempura Roll

Owner Kevin Pham originally hails 
from Australia, but has been making 
sushi in the United States for several 
years. He opened KOI a couple of years 
ago. While most of the menu is devoted 
to Japanese fare, Koi also serves pho, a 
Vietnamese soup. 

Pham comes alive when asked about 
Koi’s shrimp tempura roll. He clearly 
feels strongly about using exactly the 
ingredients experience has shown him 
make for a superior roll.

The tempura batter is a simple 
combination of flavored flour and water, 
but the ratio is all-important.

“You don’t want it too thick or too 

thin,” he says.
The seaweed he uses is nori. He uses 

sheets that are a little thicker than 
normal to avoid breaking when rolling. 
One aspect of this that distinguishes his 
creations is that he rolls them so that the 
rice is on the outside. Before the final 
rolling, however, he lays the shrimp, 
sliced avocado and a nest of shredded 
daikon radish inside. After rolling, he 
tops it with eel sauce (sorry, that’s a 
proprietary recipe) and masago (eggs 
from the capelin fish).

For to-go orders of the shrimp 
tempura roll, he asks 30 minutes to let 
the seaweed take hold. 

koi grill & sushi Bar | 3860 Carlos Folger drive | 812-342-7777



Kung Pao 
Shrimp
Ru Yi
2125 W. Jonathan  
Moore Pike 
812-378-8888 
ruyiasiancuisine.com

Owner Andy Wu was born in 
the Fujian province of China 
and went to culinary school 
at age 14. He’s been in the 
United States for 21 years, and 
Columbus for 11. 

Ru Yi is considered an Asian 
fusion restaurant. Even within 
the Chinese-cuisine portion of 
its menu, one can find dishes 
from a variety of regions within 
that large nation. 

Kung Pao shrimp originates 
from the Szechuan province. 

The shrimp is sautéed in 
vegetable oil.

“You can cook it quickly and 
attain the best texture,”  says 
Wu.

A hot pepper bean paste is 
added next. Then come the 
carrots and celery for crunch 
and color, and then mushrooms 
and green pepper. 

According to Wu, the most 
important ingredient is peanuts.

Wu is quick to mention 
two other dishes of which he’s 
particularly proud: shredded 
beef with Chinese hot pepper, 
and hot spicy popcorn chicken, 
which he says has great appeal 
to certain nationalities.

“South Asian people and 
African people really like it.”
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thai Connection | 527 Washington st. | 812-657-3790 | thaiconnection.biz

Thai Connection has 
enjoyed a bustling 
business since opening 
in March 2017 in a prime 
downtown location. 
Friends and business 
associates meeting up 
for lunch make for an 
extended midday rush 
hour. In the evenings, 
those waiting for a table 
often bide their time 
with a cocktail at the 
establishment’s spacious 
bar.

Roasted duck enjoys 
great popularity, 
according to owner 
Shanyapuk Wickersham. 

The restaurant buys 
half-ducks, which 
are dipped in batter 
and deep-fried before 
being cut into pieces. 
Presentation is a big 
part of the dish’s appeal, 
sporting as it does an 
array of bright colors. 
The duck is topped 
with broccoli, carrots, 
chopped bell peppers, 
fried onions and 
scallions. 

The default sauce for 
the dish is made from 
tamarind concentrate to 
which salt and sugar are 
added. Customers can 
opt to go with a honey-
hoisin mixture instead, 
or sweet and sour sauce.

Roasted Duck



Flavors of india | 217 Washington st. | 812-799-0050 | flavorsofindiain.site

One feature of Columbus ethnic dining 
that’s heartening to see is that various 
communities and demographics 
regularly enjoy each other’s cuisines. The 
dining room of Flavors of India is a good 
place to see citizens from several nations 
gathered to explore those flavors. 

India is a big country, and there are 
regional cuisines within it. Northern, 
middle and southern Indian dishes are 
well-represented on the menu.

Chicken tikka masala hails from the 
north. The term “tikka” means that it 
was baked at a high temperature in a 
tandoor, which is a clay oven. 

Unless otherwise specified, Indian 
chicken dishes use thigh meat. For tikka 

dishes, the chicken is marinated at room 
temperature in a spice-laden yogurt 
paste. 

The gravy consists of pureed 
tomatoes, cream, and diced onion and 
green pepper. Among other seasonings, 
it includes the base of northern Indian 
spice mixtures: cardamom, coriander 
and cumin.

“After chicken tikka masala, I would 
say lamb or goat curry are our most 
popular items,” says Shirish Punde, 
husband of owner Bhakti Sadhu.

Flavors of India is looking at trying 
some grab-and-go offerings, such as 
wraps, in 2022 for the busy downtown 
crowd.

Chicken Tikka Masala

Columbus Magazine 19
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recipe

Try a little luxury in 
this warm seasonal 

sipper, made with tart-
yet-somehow-sweet 

Luxardo cherries and 
some local apple cider. 

Mull 
This 
Over

rECiPE & PhotogrAPhy 

By twiNklE vANwiNklE

MULLED CHERRY APPLE WINE

20 whole cloves

10 cracked green 

cardamom pods

3 cinnamon sticks

1 teaspoon grated fresh 

nutmeg

2 lemons, sliced in 

quarters

1 orange, sliced in quarters

4 Pink Lady apples, diced

15 Luxardo cherries, 

smashed (plus a little of 

the syrup)

2 bottles sweet red wine  

(Zinfandel or Syrah)

4 cups fresh apple cider

1 cup brandy

3 tablespoons maple syrup

For garnish:

2 Pink Lady apples, sliced 

and dusted with ground 

cinnamon 

Luxardo cherries

Place all ingredients, except gar-

nishing apples and cherries, into an 

8-quart stockpot. Set on medium 

and warm for 15 minutes, but do 

not bring to a boil. Turn the mixture 

down to a simmer on low for 30-40 

minutes, stirring occasionally. Slice 

garnishing apples into circles, leaving 

the core. Pour warm mulled wine 

into mugs or glasses and serve with 

an apple slice sprinkled with ground 

cinnamon float and a Luxardo cherry.
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NAACP President Johnnie  
Edwards commits himself to  
fight for social justice for all races

VoiCELEss

a voice 
FoR tHE 
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“My position as the NAACP president is being a voice for people 
who for many years never felt like they were being heard or felt that 

what they were going through didn’t have worth where they live.”
— Johnnie Edwards

have worth where they live,” 
Edwards said. “Being in this 
position has given me the 
opportunity to sit down with 
various organizations and tell 
them they can’t keep ignoring 
what’s real — to say ‘Just be-
cause you weren’t there when 
it happened doesn’t mean it 
didn’t happen.’” 

One of the people he 
considers a mentor in the 
work he is doing is Tom 
Harmon, CEO of the Harmon 
Group of Companies 
and a founder of the 
African American Fund of 
Bartholomew County.

“Johnnie has been a great 
addition to our community,” 
Harmon said. “Not only does 
he find the time to lead the 
efforts of the NAACP, but he 
also serves on several commu-
nity boards and committees. 
He has the ability to commu-
nicate with people and serve 
as ambassador for collabora-
tion with many organizations. 
Johnnie’s efforts have a big 
impact on our community 
and the people he meets.”

Johnnie Edwards wears a 
lot of different hats. He is 
IT manager at Lindal North 
America, which makes valves 
and actuators for devices such 
as spray cans and inhalers; 
pastor at the Second United 
Methodist Church in North 
Vernon; and owner and oper-
ator of Bankin Baby Barbecue. 
Just recently he was accepted 
to a yearlong program at the 
prestigious MUTZ Institute of 
Philanthropy in Indianapolis. 

Another hat he wears with 
pride is president of the local 
branch of the NAACP — the 
National Association for the 
Advancement of Colored 
People. The group’s mission 
is to secure the political, edu-
cational, social and economic 
equality of rights in order to 
eliminate race-based discrim-
ination and ensure the health 
and well-being of all persons.           

“My position as the NAACP 
president is being a voice for 
people who for many years 
never felt like they were being 
heard or felt that what they 
were going through didn’t 
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Edwards said he thinks 
Columbus is making real 
progress toward making the 
changes that need to occur for 
everyone who lives here to feel 
included. 

“I like the fact that people 
in Columbus are beginning to 
open their eyes and see what’s 
happening in other cities and 
putting measures in place so 
that those things don’t happen 
here,” he said. “I like to be 
proactive, not reactive, and 
Columbus is moving toward 
that. I appreciate seeing that 
happening in the place where 
I live and where I want my 
children to grow up.”

Edwards’ wife, Christy, 
works across the hall from 

him at the Thrive Alliance 
non-profit. He said she is his 
strength.

“When I say I can’t, she tells 
me I can,” he said. 

The couple has a biracial 
blended family of six children, 
ranging in ages from 9 to 27, 
and a Shih Tzu named Gus. 
The oldest child, Christopher, 
now serves in the U.S. Air 
Force, but it was racial slurs 
when he was in high school 
that caused his dad to realize 
he needed to take a leadership 
role in ridding the city of 
racism.

“What these kids are taught 
at home gets exhibited at 
school,” Edwards said, “so 
one of our growing challenges 

today is the hate speech shown 
in our local school system. I’ve 
had multiple complaints from 
parents of color that their kids 
are experiencing being called 
the N-word at school. That’s a 
learned behavior that has been 
taught.”

Edwards said the couple’s 
white children have often had 
to come to the defense of their 
Black brothers and sisters, and 
he, too, has been the target of 
racial hatred. 

“There was a period of time 
when my wife worried about 
whether I’d come home,” 
he said. “The climate in the 
country had reached such a 
point that I was fearful right 
in the city where I live. Would 

Johnnie Edwards works in his office at the United Way Building.



somebody out there target 
me and come after me? Does 
somebody not want me to live 
because of the color of my 
skin?”

When his group started a 
tutoring group for students of 
color, white parents com-
plained. Just after this past 
Christmas an employee at a 
local chain department store 
accused him of stealing the 
gift card he was presenting for 
payment, and drivers display-
ing Confederate flags on their 
vehicles often cut him off on 
the road.

“The Confederate flag is 
about slavery,” he said. “The 
reality was that Southern 
white people thought they 
were better than slaves. They 
considered us three-fifths of 
a person. We may not have 
situations here like George 
Floyd and Breonna Taylor, 
but Columbus still has its un-
derlying racist issues. We still 
have people in the community 
who believe there should be a 
superior race, that one group 
is better than the other.”

He said raising children is 
very different for Black and 
white parents. While white 
parents teach their children 
how to drive and invest in the 
stock market, Black parents 
are teaching their children 
how to survive. He recalled 
that as a child his parents 
taught him to say “Yes, sir” 
and “No, ma’am” to whites 
and to travel in groups so 
as not to be targeted and 
roughed up. 

Education, he believes, is 
the answer to keeping this 
kind of history from repeating 
itself. He lauds the “Interrupt-
ing Racism” program that the 
Heritage Fund periodically 
offers because it explains what 
African Americans have gone 

through over time. He was 
also gratified by inclusive pro-
grams in the recent bicenten-
nial celebration and Exhibit 
Columbus, which included de-
signs created by Black artists. 
He is appreciative of his access 
to Mayor Jim Lienhoop and 
to other organizations that 
have stepped forward to help 
such as the police department 
and the Bartholomew County 
School Corp.  

One program that has been 
especially helpful, he said, 
is TIME — Targeted Invest-
ment for Minority Entrepre-
neurs — that launched in 
the wake of Cummins Inc. 
giving $150,000 to help Black 
business owners become sus-
tainable entrepreneurs. First 
Financial Bank, Old National 
Bank and Centra also became 
involved in helping prospec-
tive business- and homeown-
ers. 

The NAACP often serves as 
the conduit by which lenders 

can connect with people who 
never had access to banking 
services before, thanks in part 
to the generational earning 
gap after World War II. When 
soldiers came home they 
were all promised the GI Bill 
so they could go to college 
or buy a home. But a racist 
Mississippi congressman 
insisted that each state decide 
who received the money, and 
thus some 1.2 million black 
veterans were left out. Those 
who qualified for training in 
trades such as plumbing and 
electricity soon learned that 
the equipment they needed 
to use was available only to 
white students. When they 
tried to buy homes they found 
the neighborhoods where 
they wanted to live had been 
redlined — off-limits to Black 
buyers. They never owned 
property, so they had nothing 
to pass down to their children.

Today Edwards said 
Bartholomew County and 

Columbus Magazine 27

Pastor Johnnie Edwards gives a speech after a silent march to 
commemorate Juneteenth in honor of victims of police brutal-
ity June 19, 2020, at donner Park in Columbus. the silent march 
around the park lasted for 8 minutes, 46 seconds. that is the 
amount of time Minneapolis police officer derek Chauvin knelt on 
the neck of george Floyd during an arrest, killing him.
Photo by mike wolanin
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to work together. That’s why I 
work and wear the many hats I 
do because it’s important that 
I make sure the atmosphere 
is safe for everyone — white, 
black, biracial, it doesn’t matter. 
I need to make sure that all 
of my children believe that 

Columbus are on the cusp of 
being a great example for the 
rest of the world to see that 
people of all races can join 
forces to have a successful city. 

“I believe that we’re no lon-
ger at war as a community,” he 
said. “We’re looking for ways 

Columbus is a place where they 
can live and not have to worry 
about whether or not they’ll see 
tomorrow.” 

Edwards points to Gil 
Palmer, a State Farm Insurance 
agent and winner of several 
local awards for promoting 
diversity and inclusion, as 
someone who has inspired 
him. Palmer and his wife were 
also among the founders of 
the African American Fund of 
Bartholomew County.

“Johnnie has worked hard to 
increase the NAACP’s commu-
nity awareness and visibility, 
leading to a growing mem-
bership and new and exciting 
organizational partnerships 
and collaborations,” Palmer 
said. “I believe the result of this 
has been to the benefit of Co-
lumbus at large and the Black 
community in particular.”

But there’s still much more 
work to do. Edwards hopes the 
people who didn’t realize that 
racism was still a local issue 

profile

top: Johnnie Edwards gives a speech sept. 17, 2020, during a rally for racial equality at Co-
lumbus City Hall in Columbus. // Bottom: Edwards, welcomes people to a silent march from 
the Bartholomew County Public Library Plaza to Columbus City Hall to commemorate Martin 
Luther king Jr. day on Jan. 17, 2021. Photos by mike wolanin
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will now get involved to help 
eliminate it altogether. One way 
to do that is to join the NAACP 
and lend their hands to such 
projects as helping high-school-
ers of color fill out their student 
aid forms and gain access to 
scholarships. Others are men-
toring and connecting students 
with professionals who look 
like them. The organization, 
which has a significant number 
of white members, also hosts 
discussions on how to connect 
with and educate the commu-
nity about cultural awareness.

He said, however, that there 
are other ways to act imme-
diately: Take the information 
you’ve learned back to your 
family, social group or golf 
foursome and ask them to help 
you make changes. If any-
one makes racist comments, 
respond with statements such 
as “Our values don’t meet eye-
to-eye” or “Our ethics aren’t on 
the same page.” Cut ties with 
people and businesses that be-
lieve one race is superior to an-
other, and if you own property 
that was stolen from Blacks in 
the past, make arrangements to 
give it back. 

“Many people in the 
community say ‘Change takes 
time,’” he said. ”But I struggle 
with that concept because if 
there’s something we really 
want to change in the commu-

nity, we’ll vote on the change 
and make it happen right 
away. We’ve been dealing with 
racism for 400 years. How 
much time do we need? And 
in the meantime, who else has 
to suffer while we’re still trying 
to make strategic changes? We 
can do it if we really want to as 
a community.”

Meanwhile, one of the other 
hats Edwards wears when he 
isn’t actively campaigning for 
racial equality and justice is 
pastor of his church, which he 
said is the most diverse in Jen-
nings County. He comes from 
a legacy of ministers and says 
he was taught from an early 
age to have a relationship with 
Jesus Christ. He was recently 
consecrated as a bishop by the 
Alpha and Omega Church 
Ministries Inc.  

“Sunday is the most divided 
day of the week,” he said, 
“because people go to churches 
where they feel most comfort-
able. Our church isn’t broken 
down into black, white, His-
panic, Asian. To me that’s what 
our spiritual and liturgical life 
should look like. We’re all of 
one accord even though we 
look different.”

His “hobby,” he said, is 
catering through his barbecue 
business. 

“That’s my passion, my 
therapy,” he said. “I love to get 

out and smoke meat and cook 
and cater for people. For me, 
catering is a way to serve my 
community.”

Edwards holds a bachelor’s 
degree in information technol-
ogy, and he’s finishing a second 
bachelor’s in international 
relations and global security. 
He also holds associate degrees 
in theology and supply-chain 
management. He reads widely, 
especially the Bible and other 
spiritual books that he says give 
him strength. A book that is 
important to him in his work 
is “The 21 Irrefutable Laws of 
Leadership” by one of his favor-
ite authors, John C. Maxwell. 
He said it is hard for him to 
read books about combating 
racism because he has lived 
with it and tried to teach others 
about it his entire life. 

When asked what he would 
choose if he could be granted 
one wish, he quickly answered 
that it would be for affordable 
housing in other than low-in-
come neighborhoods for mi-
norities who work in Columbus 
but can’t afford to live here. 

“The median income in this 
community is $67,000,” he said, 
“but not everybody works for 
Cummins. There are those who 
are working hard in many of 
our warehouses and manu-
facturing industries who can’t 
afford to live here because $800 
or $900 a month for rent is not 
affordable to someone making 
$13 or $15 an hour.” 

Despite his commitment to 
social justice and equal rights 
for all races, however, this busy 
man said he doesn’t celebrate 
Black History Month. 

“I live Black history 24/7, 
365 days a year,” he said. “I 
don’t celebrate the month — I 
live it every day. I am Black 
history.”

  “i live Black history 24/7, 365 days a 

year. i don’t celebrate the month — i 

live it every day. i am Black history.”

— Johnnie Edwards



sCHooLs
Foundation helps teachers, 
students, and staff by 
providing grants for 
educational opportunities

By rEBECCA BErfANgEr

Supporting

Books for an elementary school 

classroom, math and literacy games 

for middle school students, snacks 

for a pre-kindergarten classroom, 

science project materials, legos to 

help children learn spanish, and other 

programs — a total of more than 100 

projects that have supported at least 

60 teachers in Bartholomew Consol-

idated school Corporation — have 

all been funded since the beginning 

of the 2020-21 school year, thanks to 

small grants using the donors Choose 

platform and matched by Bartholo-

mew Consolidated school Founda-

tion, or BCsF.

top: Mrs. Rebecca Brown of Northside Middle receives a grant to 
support her choir classrooms. Bottom: BCsF hosts the Brighter 
Futures for All 5k in November.
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Since Nov. 16, 1955, the foun-
dation has supported students, 
teachers, and staff, which in 
turn supports the community 
by providing a stronger school 
system to encourage families 
to either stay in or move to 
Columbus, and also provide 
support to the young people of 
the community. 

Their mission is “To sup-
port the work of BCSC and 
by promoting awareness and 
philanthropy for programs 
that help students achieve 
educational excellence,” with 
an emphasis on literacy for 
younger learners, and engag-
ing educational experiences 
for high school students.

Nicole Cunningham, who 
has been the executive direc-
tor since Dec. 1 and is looking 
forward to continuing the 
work of more than six decades 
by the 501c3 non-profit 

organization that is indepen-
dent of the BCSC, said that 
having Donors Choose as a 
way to help support teachers’ 
projects continues the BCSF’s 
mission to help teachers 
nurture their students in an 
effective and efficient way.

“Rather than having people 
submit a grant application, 
and wait and wait and wait, 
this allows teachers to just say, 
‘Hey, this is what I need right 
now.’ On our end we match 
donations that come in from 
the public,” Cunningham 
said.

Additionally, community 
members can always see what 
projects have been funded or 
still need funding, and choose 
to support specific types of 
projects, whether it’s related to 
the arts or science or reading, 
and give a large or small con-
tribution toward that project.

BCsF’s first donation 
ledger used by the 
foundation’s founders 
in 1955.
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goodwill

BCSF matches dollar for dol-
lar for projects up to $500.

BCSF has also been do-
ing another relatively new 
program, called lightning 
grants. Members of the BCSC 
community are chosen at 
random, and given $250 gift 
cards to give away to support 
the school system however 
they choose. For instance, a 
custodian at one of the schools 
was selected, and he decided 
to give the $250 gift card to a 
school band for whatever they 
needed.

Although the foundation 
has been around for more 
than six decades, and is the 
oldest public school founda-
tion in Indiana, Community 
Development Coordinator 
Angie Emmitt added that 
many people in the commu-
nity are either not aware of it 
or the types of work they do 
to support the school commu-
nity and the community as a 
whole. And that is something 
she hopes to change by getting 
the word out to the commu-
nity.

“One of the things I feel 
like the foundation does is 
that we really are here to help 
our schools nurture stu-
dents,” Emmitt said. “When 
you nurture a seed, it grows 
where it’s planted. So having 
the great core school system 
and learning experience really 
drives people to want to be a 
part of our community. As 
parents go look for places to 
live if they are relocating, they 
pay attention to the school 
system. If our school system 
provides a comprehensive 
and an innovative learning 
experience, then that is going 
to draw people to want to 
be here, to be a part of our 
community. The more we 
foster our students’ love for 
our community, the more they 
will want to be here and stay 
here as they grow older and 
have families of their own. So 
it’s really a domino effect in 
my opinion.”

However, she said, there are 
several local companies and 
other organizations who have 
partnered with the foundation 

over the years, too numerous 
to name here, but a full list is 
available at bcsfstars.org/ 
community-partners. 

For instance, Cunning-
ham said that Custer-Nugent 
Foundation provided several 
thousand water bottles to 
students when water fountains 
were shut off due to COVID 
and students had to use water 
stations instead of asking sec-
retaries for disposable cups.

Emmitt added that thanks 
to the BCSF’s partnership 
with German American Bank, 
third grade students are able 
to take a field trip of an archi-
tectural tour that is encom-
passed with lesson plans.

“Students will learn about 
geometry, and learn about 
some of our history, all by 
doing a play experience while 
taking a field trip and looking 
at our wonderful architectural 
buildings we have downtown,” 
she said. “Most people don’t 
know how great of an archi-
tectural town we live in. So 
getting them started early in 
third grade, and giving them 
ways to invest in our commu-
nity and care about what we 
have available, is how we’re 
going to make our community 
better in the end.”

For individuals who want 
to support the work of BCSF, 
Emmitt and Cunningham 
suggested the “Star” program, 
by committing to either a 
donation of at least $20 per 
month, or $240 a year, which 
helps expand the foundation’s 
reach and grant-making op-
portunities. More information 
about this program and BCSF 
in general can be found at 
bcsfstars.org.

BCsF’s “star Patrol” 
Bus is a highlight of 

the Festival of Lights 
Parade.
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BCsF delivers $250 “Lightning grants” to BCsC 
employees Roth Lovins and Rachel McCarver to 
fund school projects of their choice.

For someone unable to 
commit a financial donation 
or maybe not an ongoing one, 
Cunningham said, there are 
also volunteer opportunities 
and fundraising programs 
throughout the year at vari-
ous fundraising events or just 
offering to provide help with ad-
ministrative tasks. In 2022, they 
are looking forward to events 
including a trivia night, a visit 
from the Harlem Wizards in 
early March, a 5k run and other 
opportunities for the commu-
nity to support the foundation 
financially and as volunteers. 

To learn more about support-
ing the foundation, their social 
media platforms, including 
Facebook at BCSchoolFoun-
dation, are frequently updated, 
and include photos of BCSF 
visits to the different schools 
around BCSC, and other news 
about how BCSF is supporting 
the school system.

The foundation also has a 
strong support system in its 
board of directors, another 
way community members can 
support its mission.

Michelle Findley, incoming 
board president and a Colum-
bus attorney, has been on the 
board for two years. She said 
she got involved because “My 
husband works for the school 
corporation, so I’ve been able to 
see firsthand how important it 
is to support teachers and staff. 
Their work is so impactful!”

She also encouraged others to 
consider giving their time to the 
foundation.

“We all know that teachers 
and staff have very difficult, 
important, and impactful roles 
in the lives of our children and 
community— supporting BCSF 
in any manner is one small way 
to show our support and play 
a small part in helping them 
succeed,” she said.

Immediate past-president 
of the foundations board of 
directors, Mike Jamerson had 
been involved with BCSF and 
BCSC in various capacities since 
the early 1990s: as leader of 
the business-education part-
nership in Columbus for EDS, 
as the Director of Technology 
for BCSC (when he vacated his 
board position of BCSF), and he 
rejoined the foundation’s board 
after he retired.

“Finding ways to engage 
students in learning has always 
been important to me,” he said. 
“So, the Foundation’s mission 
of supporting innovative grants 
that improve the learning expe-
rience were a natural fit. … Our 
commitment to partnerships, 
collaborations, and innovation 
help us work closely with BCSC 
to support their mission. That 
means we aren’t just supporting 
random acts of improvement, 
but are working closely with 
BCSC to support their mission.”

As for the future of BCSF un-
der its new leadership, Jamerson 
said, “I know that the foundation

will continue to support inno-
vative efforts in our classrooms, 
but I think that there are many 
more opportunities for the 
foundation. The foundation has a 
great opportunity to connect our 
students with the architecture, 
manufacturing and higher ed 
segments that make this such a 
great place to live. I’d like to see 
the foundation become more 
involved with social service orga-
nizations in helping our students 
deal with the social, mental and 
other challenges so many of 
them face every day,” he said.

“We have a fantastic board of 
directors during this transition 
time, and this is a good thing,” 
Cunningham said. “We have a 
wonderful former director, Suzi 
Bruin, who just retired and has 
been wonderful and gracious 
with everything. She will always 
be a part of the organization. 
Former directors still come to 
visit and are still a huge part. … 
Suzi told me, ‘If you lead with 
your heart, you cannot make a 
mistake.’ That’s really stuck with 
me.”
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CULtiVAtiNggreenery
Plants take root in homes 



greenery
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OOver the past couple of years 
the hobby of growing house-
plants has had a huge resur-
gence. Cultivating greenery 
has become a “craze” said 
Waynetta Lucas, owner of 
Green Goddess Plant Bar, 
with people of all ages com-
ing into her store to take part, 
and she said there’s a reason 
this has happened.  

“It has a lot to do with 
COVID,” she said. “People 
were stuck at home and 
didn’t have anything to care 
for that they could watch 

grow. It’s something to go 
home to and care for, but it’s 
not a cat or dog. It’s a living 
thing, but you can leave it at 
home by itself for a couple 
of days. It’s better than a 
little knickknack because it’s 
alive.” 

Lucas credits her grand-
mother with teaching her 
to love plants when she was 
a child, but she didn’t have 
much time for them while 
she was raising children and 
working as a corporate re-
cruiter and human resources 

manager. Eventually she left 
her high-pressure job and 
turned back to plants as a way 
to improve her own life and 
those of others — and that’s 
how her shop came to be. 

She says people who are 
just beginning to collect need 
to give a lot of thought to 
what they choose for their 
homes.  

“The first thing I ask is 
about pets and children,” 
she said. “I don’t want to 
send them home with a toxic 
plant.”
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Beyond that are many other questions 
she asks potential owners. Which di-
rections do your windows face? Do they 
provide strong or indirect lighting? Do 
you have a covered porch where you can 
set your plants in the summertime since 
some varieties triple in size under those 
conditions? Is the house humid or dry? Is 
it big enough to accommodate a topical or 
climbing plant that requires lots of room to 
reach its full potential? 

Once the customer has made a decision 
the next step is to learn how to care for the 
new possession.

“I always go over the care of the plant,” 
Lucas said. “I want them to know what kind 
of fertilizer to use, when to fertilize, when 
they should stop fertilizing and how much 
water it needs.” 
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She said the owner’s sched-
ule is another factor in the 
equation. Are they going to 
be home to give the plant the 
attention it needs?

“Some plants need water 
and humidity and almost to 
be touched and talked to,” she 
said. “Others say, ‘Water me 
once a month and then don’t 
look at me.’” 

The nerve plant, for example, 
needs so much water that if it 
misses a day it appears to be 
dead, though it reconstitutes 
once it is watered. Pothos, 
philodendrons and monstera 
are good choices for first-timers 
since they can be watered every 
10 days and do well in indirect 
light. 

Anyone selecting a climb-
ing plant needs to learn how 
to propagate it. Lucas shows 
her customers how it can be 
trimmed at a node to start a 
new plant or be given away. An 
air plant is easy because all it 
requires is misting once a week 
or sitting in a cup of water for 
15 minutes. 

Once the plant is in its new 
home, the next question is what 
to do with it. You could plunk 
your treasure down on a table 
and call it good, but other ideas 
are much more interesting. A 
large plant, such as a monstera, 
can be a focal point in a home 
and is the choice of many 
interior designers. Another 
possibility is the show-stopping 
philodendron squamiferum 
with its long red stems covered 
in fuzzy red hair.  A whimsical 
face planter can be filled with 
string plants such as hearts, 
pearls, dolphins and turtles 
that provide green “hair” and 

can be trimmed to the length 
its owner desires.

Or how about creating a 
living wall with plants? String 
plants quickly grow over the 
edges of the pot and can be 

used to cover, disguise or pro-
vide privacy. This can also be 
done hydroponically so that the 
plants are continually watered. 
Lucas’ husband recently built 
an 8-foot barn-wood farm 
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ladder for their home, and 
the plants that hang from it 
at different lengths provide a 
curtain over a large window. 
On the steps leading to the 
store she has created a living 
ledge with succulents that can 
survive winter temperatures.  

Some plants, such as the 
snake plant (also known as 
mother-in-law’s tongue) and 
pothos are good for both 
people and the environment. 
They remove formaldehyde 
and other chemicals from 
the air — good to know for 
anyone who plans to get new 
carpeting.

Some social events now 
include plant activities. In 
the two classrooms at Lucas’ 
shop she teaches a variety of 
plant-related topics, such as 
the care of plants and creating 
seasonal centerpieces, but the 
most popular activity is ter-
rarium-building. Participants 
buy the container and plants 
they want to put in it, and she 
provides the soil, stones and 
shells with which to round 
out the project. This popular 
pastime has replaced games at 
some birthday and bachelorette 
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parties, and if the group won’t 
fit into her space, she’ll take 
the supplies to wherever they 
want to gather. 

“When you build a terrar-
ium it’s a special piece because 
you’ve made it yourself.” she 
said, “It’s your own creation; 
you’ve built your own garden.”

If the terrarium is for an 
event, participants write their 
names and the date on the 
bottom to make it a memento 
of the occasion. Holly Pots in 
Nashville creates the pottery 
some people choose for their 
containers. 

The succulents in tiny pots 
that often serve as party favors 
need special care as soon as 
they get to their new home.

“When people say they kill 
their succulents, I ask them 
if they have changed out the 
soil,” Lucas said. “The plants 

come in regular soil, and once 
they get root rot they die. 
Succulent soil is coarse and 
gritty, like terra cotta. It pulls 
moisture away from the plants 
so the roots don’t get root rot.”

As a rule, however, Lucas 
advises against giving plants 
as gifts unless the giver knows 
the recipient well. If you do 
give a plant, make it a small 
one. Or choose a gift made for 
plant-lovers such as a propaga-
tion station — a series of small 
test tubes in which to place 
cuttings to start new plants — 
or living frames in which to 
create art with succulents or 
other small plants and then 
hang. The best idea of all, she 
said, is to give people a gift 
card so they can have the fun 
of making their own choice 
based on their particular 
situation.   

“When you build 

a terrarium it’s 

a special piece 

because you’ve 

made it yourself. 

it’s your own 

creation; you’ve 

built your own 

garden.”

 — Waynetta Lucas
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weddings

Kim Wilson-
Bickers & Carl 
Lienhoop
Ceremony at St. Peter’s Lutheran Church, 
reception at Mill Race Center
October 30, 2021

Longtime Columbus residents Kim Wilson-Bick-
ers and Carl Lienhoop have strong roots in the 
community. Kim has lived in Columbus for over 
28 years and raised three kids here. Carl is a na-
tive Bartholomew County resident immersed in 
local life as a farmer and five-term Bartholomew 
County commissioner. The two had known of 
each other and both attended St. Peter’s Lutheran 
Church, but their first date was arranged through 
a mutual friend. 

“We met at my house, chatted over a glass of 
wine and beer, I was so nervous I forgot to serve 
the cheese and crackers, and as they say, the rest 
was history!” Kim said. 

The couple did things a bit out of order, re-
serving the reception space, then looking at rings 
prior to the actual engagement. Carl surprised 
Kim with a romantic setup of roses, candles and 
their favorite wine on Kim’s patio. 

“My engagement ring is very special to us 
as Max Jewelers designed it. My solitaire is 
surrounded by small diamonds, each represent-
ing our combined kids, my stepfamily and our 
deceased spouses,” she said. 

They had an elegant, autumn-themed wed-
ding. Their adult children stood up with them 
and Kim’s daughters wore dresses in deep fall 
colors. Several of their grandchildren were also 
included as readers and program distributors. 

The couple kept things local from start to 
finish with a ceremony officiated by Pastor Mark 
Teike, Kim’s dress from Sophia’s, Carl’s blue suit 
from Dell Brothers Inc., cake from Heartsville 
Sweets, and flowers from Devils Ridge — a farm 
down the road from Carl’s — and Expression 
Florists and Greenhouses. 

They were excited but nervous after dating 
for three years and being engaged for 17 months. 
Kim said as she waited for the ceremony to 
begin, hearing the voices of guests talking and 
laughing calmed her. 

The laughter continued at the reception as 
Carl’s sons revealed their Purdue-themed socks 
and the Purdue University fight song was played, 
and met with boos from Kim’s family of Indiana 
University fans.

In lieu of a honeymoon, the couple enjoyed a 
long weekend in the Boston area visiting Kim’s 
son, and spent a night and day exploring the 
beautiful Newport area of Rhode Island. 
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weddings

Jennifer Harris 
& Kyle Ross
Ceremony at The Barn at Willow Lake 
in North Vernon
October 23, 2021

Jennifer Harris and Kyle Ross are two of the 
lucky people who find love in the world of on-
line dating. While Kyle was born and raised in 
Columbus, Jennifer is from Southern Illinois 
and the magic of the internet brought them 
together. The couple got engaged on Decem-
ber 21, 2019 in downtown Indianapolis at the 
JW Marriott after dinner together at Ruth’s 
Chris Steak House. 

Their wedding had a classic theme with 
colors of cranberry, gold, navy and touches of 
blush. Around 190 of their family and friends 
attended, coming from several different states 
and all over Indiana. They had seven brides-
maids and groomsmen, and Jennifer’s nine-
year-old son, Brody, was a junior groomsman. 
After exchanging their wedding vows, the 
couple shared a special moment with Brody in 
which they had a family vow. 

Jennifer’s uncle, Gary Harris, officiated the 
ceremony and Brett Wiscons provided acous-
tic music. Jennifer walked down the aisle to 
“Come Away With Me” by Nora Jones and the 
couple had their first dance to “Better Place” 
by Kane Brown. During the reception, Jennifer 
and Brett surprised Kyle with Brett’s perfor-
mance of “My Boy” by Elvie Shane. 

“This is a song Kyle loves about a man and 
his love for his stepson. Our wedding had a lot 
of personal touches to reflect our personalities 
and love for each other,” Jennifer said. 

On their wedding day, the couple said they 
both felt excited and so much love for each 
other, with a touch of nerves mixed in. Anna 
Morgan, from Willow Lake, helped make the 
day special by decorating the ceremony and 
the venue, as well as running errands the day 
of the wedding to make final touches. 

“There were so many people who did 
everything they could to ensure we felt loved 
and had the perfect day. We were so touched,” 
Jennifer said. 

For their honeymoon, the couple went to 
Puerto Vallarta, Mexico and stayed at The 
Grand Luxxe at Vidanta Nuevo Vallarta. 
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www.voelzbodyshop.com
3471 Market Street, Columbus  IN  47201

812-376-8868

Only local body shop in the area that is I-CAR Gold!
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Quality 
Matters!

IN
-3

50
95

75
0

Photos By Ali ElizABEth PhotogrAPhy

Columbus Magazine 43



1.  the Columbus Fire 
department’s antique stutz 
fire truck passes through 
the intersection of third and 
Washington streets.

2.  dirk Rader of st. John’s 
Masonic Lodge passes out 
candy.

3.  the grinch waves to 
spectators.

4.  kiley Caffee holds her son 
Waylon as he points out floats.

5.  Members of the combined 
Central and Northside middle 
school marching bands take 
part in the parade.

6. Chris Lanning, of Lanning 
Automotive, is dressed as 
Cousin Eddie from the movie 
National Lampoon’s Christmas 
Vacation on a Christmas 
Vacation themed float

7. Parade goers walk on 
Washington street.

8.  Avery deHart, left, and her 
mom Heather deHart watch 
floats.

9.  Parade goers watch the 
parade.

10.  the dorel Juvenile group float 
makes its way down third 
street.

PHotogRAPHY BY MikE WoLANiN

Christmas Village 
& Festival of Lights 
Parade
Downtown Columbus 
Dec. 4

our side of town
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Lighting the way
The State Street bridge illuminates Columbus on a snowy night.

PHOTO BY TONY VASqUEZ  |  WWW.TONYVASqUEZ.NET 

the big Picture
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Since 2009, Kessler Investment Group, LLC (“KIG”) has helped 
individuals and institutions reach their investment goals. As an 
independent investment manager, and a fiduciary, KIG believes 
the best way to help clients is to put their interests ahead of 
the firm’s. One way to accomplish this is by charging a fee for 
our advice rather than a commission on the sale of products 
manufactured by other companies.

We are dedicated to building strong, long-term relationships 
with our clients. Delivering sound professional management 
of client portfolios is our only business. To exceed 
expectations and deliver results is the passion and purpose 
of every professional at KIG.

Sincerely,
50 Washington Street, Suite 1-A

Columbus, IN 47201
812.314.0083

info@kesslerig.com


